RULES FOR DRAWING LEWIS STRUCTURES

1.  Count all the valence electrons for the atoms in the molecule or ion.  

     If it is an ion, take the charge into account for counting the electrons.

2.  Choose the central atom.  It will be the element which wants the most 

     bonds.  If two atoms are tied, choose the atom farthest down the 

     group (for example if the molecule has S and O, S will be in the 

     middle)

3.  Distribute the electrons such that every atom gets eight (the eight

     electron rule) except hydrogen, which gets two electrons.

4.  For any atom which does not have its preferred number of bonds

     assign formal charge (too many bonds = + charge, too few = - charge)
